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» Think in terms of
records and data
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develop sources
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term projects




City Councilors Charles Yancey, Bill Linehan, and Mark Ciommo (left to right) discussed the pay raise issue prior to the vote.

Money in their own pockets

City councilors approve $20,000 pay raise; Walsh silent on whether he'll veto it

By Andrew Ryan and Meghan E. Irons

GLOBE STAFF

oston city councilors debated for an
hour Wednesday about fair pay and the
sacrifice of public officials before voting

to give themselves a $20,000 raise in
January 2016, which would boost their
annual salaries to $107,500.

The wage increase must still be approved by
Mayor Martin J. Walsh, who would not say
Wednesday whether he will sign the measure.
‘Walsh has 15 days to issue a veto, but with a 9-4
vote, the council possessed the two-thirds majority
needed to override the mayor.

“You all can count,” City Council president Bill

Linehan told reporters after the vote. “There’s nine
votes.”

Final passage came after councilors delayed the
raise until after the next election to comply with
state ethics law. The council also lowered the raise
by $5,000 because Walsh had threatened to veto a
salary increase to $112,500, the amount first pro-
posed by Linehan.

Four councilors objected to the pay increase be-
cause they said that it was too large and that coun-
cilors should not vote on their own salaries. The
majority who favored the raise maintained that
councilors’ pay had not increased since 2006. They
argued that other municipal employees have had
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How they voted

YEA NAY

Bill Linehan Matt O'Malley
Frank Baker Ayanna Pressley

Mark Ciommo Michelle Wu
Michael F. Flaherty  Josh Zakim
Tito Jackson

Salvatore LaMattina

Timothy McCarthy

Stephen J. Murphy

Charles C. Yancey

SUZANNE KREITER/GLOBE STAFF

P SALARY

Continued from Page B1

several raises, and that the me-
dia were crusading against fair
pay for councilors.

Councilor Charles C. Yancey
said that in today’s real estate
market, the current salary of
$87,500 would not be enough
to buy a home in Boston. Coun-
cilor Stephen J. Murphy said he
is never allowed to “turn this
job off” and that he was still
“Councilor Murphy” at Sunday
Mass, taking constituent ser-
vice requests on the church
steps.

Councilor Tito Jackson and
several others spoke about the
financial sacrifices they made
to run for office, in some cases

SUZANNE KREITER/GLOBE STAFF

City Councilor Stephen Murphy stated his case to his fellow
councilors. “Recovery has come for mostly everybody, but
the council still has not gotten its fair share,” he said.
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For some, short days in City Hall

Records show a range of councilors’ work routines, attendance as their pay raise nears

By Andrew Ryan
GLOBE STAFF

Boston City Councilor Ste-
phen J. Murphy argues that he
deserves a raise because he
works tirelessly. But Murphy,
who owns a condominium in
Florida, was absent from Gov-
ernment Center for weeks at a
time the last two winters, ac-

cording to an analysis of his
schedule and time-stamped da-
ta from City Hall’s executive
parking garage.

Councilor Timothy McCa-
rthy’s schedule in his first year
in office had golf penciled in for
14 workdays — days on which
there is no evidence he ever
came to City Hall. McCarthy

said he hit the links only six of
those days. The Hyde Park
councilor took three weeks of
vacation during his freshman
year and a two-week, all-ex-
penses-paid trip to Israel with
colleagues.

Councilor Michael F. Fla-
herty Jr. earned $100,000 to
$200,000 last year as a partner

at a law firm while collecting spotlight on the enduring de-

$87,500 as a full-time city coun-  bate about the workload of the
cilor. Records show that on  13-member body. Councilors
many days, Flaherty did notac- don’t punch a clock. They have

cess City Hall’s parking garage
until 10:30 a.m. or later and
was often gone before 3:30 p.m.

A yearlong push by most
councilors to give themselves a
substantial pay raise has casta

unlimited vacation days.

Their bosses — the city’s vot-
ers — will go to the polls Nov. 3.
Five councilors have no oppo-
nent, and three others face only
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Work habits of Boston city councilors

On Oct. 8, 2014, Boston city councilors voted 9 to 4 to give themselves a
$20,000 raise, a boost that would have increased their annual salaries to
$107,500. Mayor Martin J. Walsh vetoed the pay hike and proposed a lower
increase — to $99,500 — which is poised to become law next month. The Globe
tried to quantify how much councilors worked the workweek they voted to give
themselves a raise. Councilors noted they also often attend events on weekends.

HOW TO READ THIS GRAPHIC
The Globe tried to confirm councilors' attendance at all events before they arrived
at the parking garage and after they left the garage for the day.
SPAN BETWEEN THE FIRST AND LAST TIME COUNCILORS ACCESSED THE EXECUTIVE GARAGE EACH DAY
® START OF AN EVENT THE GLOBE CONFIRMED THEY ATTENDED OR COULD NOT DISPROVE

October 6, 2014 Oct. 7, 2014 Oct. 8, 2014 (Day of vote) Oct. 9, 2014 Oct. 10, 2014
92m, to 5 p.m. 9am.to5p.m) 9a.m. to 5 pm. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.| 9a.m.to 5 p.m.
Baker, Frank [ [ [ | Tdel TTTo[ [TTTTTT T TTTTTTT$ [T T L] T [T T[e TTTTT TLIT[TTST|Te[TTTT
Ciommo, Mark | T Je| TTTTTTT] T T #1111 [T T T T ] T THjil il i T T TTTTTT
Flaherty Jr., Michael | T [L][® IHENNENENENEONNEN] [EEENRANNRNECE LT CXINNNI INNEN [T TITTTT
Jackson, Tito [ [ T TTTTTTT JULl [Tl $ T T 1T T TTTTTTTTT $ [T el TTT] [e 1T [Tel 84| TTTTTT
LaMattina, Salvatore [ [T | T T [ [T I T T T4 T T [T TS 1T IT 1111 T T T TEET,
Linehan, William [ [T [ TTTTTTT [111 LTI [ TITTIT IHENEENENENEN [T [ ST LTI TTTRTITTTT
MccCarthy, Timothy | T T & T TTTTTI#$TTTT [ Tofel T3 TTTT [ T 3 T 11T ST T (LIl s T TR T##TTTTT
Murphy, Stephen | T | TT® T TTTITTTTT] T TTITTETTTTTTTT [ TP o] | ¢ T TTTTLT LTI TTTTTT
O'Malley, Matthew [T T Te[TITTTT #3111 [T {8 TITTTT IBEE] T T TS [T TeleRT [l TTTTT [Tl T T # TTTTTT
Pressley, Ayanna** [TT | TT# [ [To[ [#TTTTT T T TTT T TSI TTTT [T T#$ TTTT#TTTIT] [T T TITTTTI T T TTTTITTTTTT
Wu, Michelle** [ TTo| T& [ T4 [[JeTTTT [[4TT8TE[T T11T L] #TITTTT 8¢ T o[ TTTT [T TTTTIRIIIT
Yancey, Charles | TT 13 T TTTT|§3TTTT [ Tled TITTTTIFE 11T INE AR I [EEENEEX. JEEEE [T T TTTTTT
Zakim, Josh [T | TT $TTTT [TITT A o[ [11 INNEX] [&] & T TTTT 8 & TTT LT TTTTTT
6 a.m. Noon Midnight 6 2.m, Noon Midnight 6 a.m. Noon Noon Midnight 6 a.m. Noon Midnight
*The garage data had quirks, and there was no record of Councilor Josh Zakim en! the garage Tuesday morning, or of Council
0O'Malley enter 0 Th ay morning. Both councilors did exit the garag
ann ot drive. Councilor Miche! | sometimes takes public transportation and did not use the garage that Monday

SOURCE: Analysis of City Hall's executive garage, attendance at hearings and meetings, councilors’ calendars, and social media feeds

MEGHAN E. IRONS, ANDREW RYAN, TONIA COWAN/GLOBE STASF; FELICIA GANS FOR THE BOSTON GLOB

Data show a mix of work habits for councilors
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FOR PUBLIC

- Think about

where your
institution
intersects with
city, state, or the
federal
government?

- Taxes, permits,

inspections



START WITH DATA AND RECORDS THAT
ARE ALREADY PUBLIC

Look for Open Data Portals

= Curated data made public by cities, towns, state, and others

= Does not include all data fields, and often I ask for more

= Can be a great place to see what's available

= Always call agency and make sure you understand data before publishing
= Ask for underlying documents or reports

= Example: -- 246 data sets that include approved building permits,
. , 311 service requests, building and property violations,
, police records, , and much more.

= Fun:Inspection records from
= Example:



https://data.boston.gov/
https://data.boston.gov/
https://data.boston.gov/dataset/active-food-establishment-licenses
https://data.boston.gov/dataset/active-food-establishment-licenses
https://data.boston.gov/dataset/public-works-violations/resource/90ed3816-5e70-443c-803d-9a71f44470be
https://data.boston.gov/dataset/public-works-violations/resource/90ed3816-5e70-443c-803d-9a71f44470be
https://data.boston.gov/dataset/rentsmart/resource/dc615ff7-2ff3-416a-922b-f0f334f085d0
https://data.boston.gov/dataset/food-establishment-inspections/resource/4582bec6-2b4f-4f9e-bc55-cbaa73117f4c?filters=businessname%3AHARVARD%20BUSINESS%20SCHOOL%20CAFETE
https://www.cambridgema.gov/departments/opendata

MORE DATR AND RECORDS THAT ARE
ALREADY AVAILABLE OLINE

Property Records

= Property sale records:

= Property Tax / Assessing Records:
= Interactive Property Maps:

= Building Permits:



https://www.masslandrecords.com/
https://www.cityofboston.gov/assessing/search/
https://app01.cityofboston.gov/parcelviewer/
https://gis.cambridgema.gov/map/Viewer.aspx
https://massgis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/OnePane/basicviewer/index.html?appid=47689963e7bb4007961676ad9fc56ae9
https://scerisecm.boston.gov/ScerIS/CmPublic/#/Results
https://permits.cambridge.ca/searchPermit

-

AURSRITE AR - How does your
| institution get what

LOBBYING ' it wants from the
o Lk o government?




MOST LOBBYING RECORDS ARE ALREADY
AVAILABLE ONLINE

= State lobbying records:

= City lobbying records:

= Federal Lobbying: ,

= Always call to ask to make sure you understand the records
= Ask whether there are more records not online

= Note the names of your school's lobbyists so you can see where else they show up

= Examples:



https://www.sec.state.ma.us/lobbyistpublicsearch/
https://data.boston.gov/dataset/municipal-lobbying
https://lda.senate.gov/system/public/
https://disclosurespreview.house.gov/?index=%22lobbying-disclosures%22&size=10&sort=%5b%7b%22_score%22:true%7d,%7b%22field%22:%22registrant.name%22,%22order%22:%22asc%22%7d%5d
https://www.sec.state.ma.us/lobbyistpublicsearch/Summary.aspx?sysvalue=+Wk9wNbsq4xhs0Rf9HzH+rbmVdecm7Vkbx4XCu8vrrc=
https://data.boston.gov/dataset/municipal-lobbying/resource/8d7f0cf4-4d20-4ed6-b6d0-bd6158d84ae9
https://lda.senate.gov/system/public/

FUN RECORD REQUEST: LOBBYISTS EMAILS

Keolis adviser
= You may not be able to make a
public record request for your helped shape

institution's emails, but there are Baker’s strategy,

workarounds o
. e-mails show
= Make public record requests to

city and state officials for emails R S
with key school officials it e F e gt comtyasts i state oS
and lobbyists. iﬁifﬁ%if&%’é’ﬁ{éﬁ%&? é‘%ﬂ‘iﬁfﬂs’t‘fﬁ
tion, charged with holding this company ac-
= In Massachusetts, the governor's e S A O e i e
office is not subject to FOIA, but e Tihel e it basan. |
I've accessed the emails of the e e A i
gOV'S Staff and pO]'ltlca']' adv-j'sors by addsl?a(;zzlf?ﬁ?alllsnllrlllg;llllr;g;ﬂ }};ad reason to listen:
FOIAing their messages to other by W Keysr, o arhitec of Bl 3014 ca
St a'te a genC]'eS " pai%éa]ly important that everyone be aligned on

messaging, along with game plan for media brief-
ing next week,” wrote Eileen O’Connor, a partner
in the firm and Keyser’s wife, in a June 30 e-mail
to Baker’s communications director, his press
secretary, and communications directors for the
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- Record requests
don't have to be

RECORD | - Always submit a
R e S o T S request in writing
X sl REQUE STS .-.-sﬁ.:.'?ff,:ff.rfi"t-i’ - Learn the basics of

the law




= Use a public records letter generator to help
with the legal language but kept it simple and
don't try to be a lawyer.

» The Student Law Press Center has one at
splc.org/lettergenerator

' | ' = Be specific as possible in the records you are
| TIPS , FOR e - seeking. Looking at data in record portal to get a
G = e A P sense for how records might be kept and what's
RECOIU}* g A available.

R - e hie ‘ = Be iterative. Start with a smaller request and
REQUESTS B

= Request record layouts or datamaps so you know
what available.

J L N

BT i SR N = Learn the deadlines.

= Massachusetts has a good guide you can find
here.



https://splc.org/lettergenerator/
https://www.sec.state.ma.us/divisions/public-records/download/guide.pdf

- Look for former or
departing employees.

- Exploit competing
power centers for
sources. Faculty vs

o SOURCES PR = administration. Law
_ _ school vs Biz school.
T TR SN D

- Write fair stories.
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- Family Educational
Rights Privacy Act

- Often used to
shield access to
records.

* One key detail:
FERPA does not
apply after death.




473124, 2:56 PM How college helped fuel Aaron Hernandez's rise, and accelerated his fall - The Boston Globe

Aaron Hernandez (left) celebrated with his University of Florida teammates after they won the Southeastern Conference
Championship trophy in 2008. (Dave Martin/Associated Press)

AARON HERNANDEZ & FOOTBALL, INC.

PART 2 OF 6: FLORIDA

LOST IN
“THE SWAMP”

D BY THE SPOTLIGHT TEAM

OCTOBER 14, 2018

The series was reported by Andrew Ryan, Beth Healy, Bob Hohler, Sacha Pfeiffer, and
editor Patricia Wen. Today's story was written by Ryan.

https:/fapps. bostonglobe.com/spotlight/gladiator/florida/
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 New dean or
chancellor?
Always ask for a
resume for
everyone

et APPOINTEES Lhe - Do basic checks

o ol AR RS I | Sl L st R

for red flags




= Do a clip check to see what else has been
written about him or her locally or in the city or
town where they are coming from

= Check property records / Registry of Deeds
for liens, tax issues, and other red flags. Always
call the agency before reporting to make sure
you have it right because records can be

‘ .. confusing
BACI{GROUND i = Check police records, sex offender registry,
T etc.
| CHEC:KS | | : = Check Court records — both criminal and civil.

The site Masscourts.org is very helpful, although
not all records are available online. Confirm with
a birthday, middle initial that you have the right
person.

= Check divorce records. I always go pull the
physical file from the courthouse.



https://www.masscourts.org/eservices/search.page.6

‘We will get through this together. But we will have to make changes.
In doing so, I am proud to represent the department on the mayor’s
task force for police reform.

BOSTON POLICE COMMISSIONER DENNIS WHITE on rebuilding community trust in law enforcement

New Boston police head sworn in

JIM DAVIS/GLOBE STAFF

Dennis White (right) with William Gross before he was sworn in as
the 43rd commissioner of the Boston Police Department Monday.

In speech, vows to
reform department

By John R. Ellement

GLOBE STAFF

and Charlie McKenna
GLOBE CORRESPONDENT

Dennis A. White pledged to re-
form the Boston Police Department
as he was sworn in as its 43rd com-
missioner Monday, saying it would be
his “duty and honor” to see that a
slate of proposed changes are adopt-
ed.

White, 59, is the second Black man
to lead the nation’s oldest police force,
succeeding William Gross, who made
history as the city’s first Black com-
missioner. Gross resigned last week,
saying he had always planned to step
down when Mayor Martin Walsh left
office. Walsh has been nominated by
President Biden to lead the US De-
partment of Labor.

White, who served as Gross’ chief

WHITE, Page B4

EXAMPLE: BPD'S NEW
COMMISSIONER

= Mayor Walsh unexpectedly
announced a new police
commissioner with no public
process

= [ had police internal affairs
records on my hard drive that
show potential red flags

= After basic background checks, I
pulled his divorce file and found
what I was looking for

€



TW0 DAYS LATER ...

The Boston Globe

THURSDAY,

FEBRUARY 4,

New police commissioner

Walsh says city will hire outside group to conduct
probe about allegation of domestic abuse in 1999

By Andrew Ryan
and Dugan Arnett
GLOBE STAFF

Boston Mayor Martin J. Walsh placed
newly appointed Police Commissioner
Dennis White on leave Wednesday night
and said the city would hire an outside
group to conduct an investigation follow-
ing Globe inquiries about the handling of
a 1999 allegation of domestic violence in-
volving White.

The announcement came just two

days after White, a veteran officer little
known outside the department, was
sworn in as the 43rd commissioner of the
country’s oldest police force, replacing
William Gross, who abruptly retired last
Friday.

In a statement Wednesday night,
Walsh said he appointed Superintendent-
in-Chief Gregory Long to serve as acting
commissioner while the city hires an out-
side lawyer “to conduct a full and impar-
tial investigation” into allegations that

‘White pushed and threatened to shoot his
then-wife, also a Boston police officer, and
was later ordered to stay away from his
family.

“These disturbing issues were not
known to me or my staff, but should have
been at the forefront,” said Walsh, who
was in Washington, D.C., for his Thursday
nomination hearing to become President
Biden’s labor secretary. “Upon learning of
these serious allegations, I immediately
acted.”

The Globe first pressed the Police De-
partment last week about White’s work
history, including three internal affairs
cases, just hours after Walsh announced

2021

placed

JIM DAVIS/GLOBE STAFF

Dennis White had been
sworn in on Monday.

on leave

he would name him commissioner. White
had served as Gross’s chief of staff. The
department provided some basic infor-
mation, but declined to provide internal
affairs cases.

The Walsh administration responded
Wednesday after a Globe reporter pre-
sented the city with the domestic violence
allegations that were outlined in court
documents.

A judge issued a restraining order on
May 5, 1999, that forced White to vacate
his home, stay away from his wife and
children, and surrender his service weap-
on. The Globe could not find evidence

COMMISSIONER, Page A5




Building datasets from
scratch for investigative
reporting




How we get to findings and attribution

Strongest evidence
and conclusions

Observational




Truth 1: You gotta keep a spreadsheet, and you gotta update it
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15 Cole Sidner Miami https:/ithesource hitps.//open.spol x hitps:/ Linstagram.com/
16 https./allhiphop.

Dan ONeil NY/FL https.fithisis50.e hitps:fopen.spol x hitps:/fwww.instagram.com/c




Truth 2: You gotta keep notes (and timelines), and you gotta update and organize them

a Instaschemenotes & & &
File Edit View Insert Format Tools Extensions Help Lastedit was seconds ago

~ o~ @ A, B 100% «  Normaltext ~ Al v|l=| 1 || B T Y A #

1 9 1 2 3 4

TOC
Whistleblower accounts
Dillon Shamoun

- lien
Rumor Records
Companies

o Lost Boy Entertainment
People publicly called out

her ible profil I

Meta Lawyer

X Telegram Channels where le talk ab n
I

e Whistleblower accounts
hitps:/iwww.instagram.com/dillonshamounscammer/
hitps:/; .in ram.com/shamounscam




Why build your own dataset?

Turning data gaps into
exclusive investigations

O Official data often missing, messy or politicized

O Custom dataset — unique angle & competitive edge

O Full control over variables, quality and timeline

4 Solid base for FOI follow-ups, interviews, visuals
and impact

F G H I J K
arinetraffic_Li Vessel IMO Type Flag Year_Build
tps://iwww.mari ENERGY ADVAI 9269180 LNG Tanker (Japan) 2005
ips://www.mari RIVERA 9777943 Crude Oil Tankel (Malta) 2017
tps://www.mari NISSOS ANTIM 9895226 Crude Oil Tankel (Marshall Islands 2021
tps://www.mari FRONT COUGA 9686649 Crude Oil Tankel (Marshall Islands 2016
tps://www.mari MINERVA OLYM 9787194 Crude Oil Tankel (Greece) 2019
tps://iwww.mari MINERVA_OLY} 9787194 Crude Oil Tanke! (Greece) 2019
ips://www.mari CHAMPION ENI 9288813 Oil/Chemical Tar (Marshall Islands 2005
tps://www.mari CARMEL 9308857 Crude Oil Tanke! (Malta) 2006
tps://iwww.mari MONTEGO 9297553 Oil Products Tan (Malta) 2006
tps://www.mari MINERVA ELEC 9276573 Crude Oil Tankel (Greece) 2004
tps://iwww.mari CAPE GUINEA 9391402 Oil/Chemical Tar (Marshall Islands 2008
tps://www.mari WAIKIKI 9776755 Crude Oil Tankel (Malta) 2017
tps://www.mari VERNADSKY P 9843560 Crude Oil Tanke! (Liberia) 2019
tos://iwww.mari PACIFIC SKY 9408554 Crude Oil Tankel (Malta) 2009
tps://lwww.mari AGRARI 9389083 Crude Oil Tanke (Malta) 2009
tps://www.mari GEORGY MASL 9610793 Crude Oil Tanke (Liberia) 2012
ips://www.mari INDIGO SUN 9592288 Crude Oil Tanke! (Liberia) 2012
tps://www.mari CARLTON 9288851 Crude Oil Tankel (Marshall Islands 2004
tps://www.mari CYGNUS PASS, 9376294 LNG Tanker (Bahamas) 2009
tps://www.mari FRONT OCELO 9726580 Crude Oil Tankel (Marshall Islands 2016
tps://www.mari ALHANI 9331153 Crude Oil Tanke! (Libya) 2007
ips://www.mari PAVEL CHERN)\ 9301380 Crude Oil Tanke! (Cyprus) 2005
tne-/hanana mari WAIKIKI Q77R755 Cruide Nil Tanka: (Malta) 2017




The power of absence: what missing data tells us

“Missing data sets are the blank spots that
exist in spaces that are otherwise data-
saturated. [...] That which we ignore reveals
more than what we give our attention to. It's
in these things that we find hints of what is
deemed important. Spots that we've left
blank reveal our hidden social biases and
indifferences.”

— Mimi Onuoha,
The Library of Missing Datasets




‘Without justice’

How Eswatini’s system is failing
victims of gender-based violence

October 24, 2024

Zodwa Nkambule, 56, inside her home in Mahlanya Village in Eswatini.




Start with a focused story hypothesis

This can include

Someone doing something for a reason

L A company is illegally exporting products through a country to avoid its final destination being traced.

O A person is committing a crime by doing something illegal.

O In our case, the Eswatini government is neglecting to prevent cases of sexual violence by failing to
enforce and sensitize the population around its new legislation and due to weak court structures.




|dentify the points to prove it

A guiding document

My focused hypothesis:
O /n our case, the Eswatini government is neglecting to prevent cases of sexual violence by failing to

enforce and sensitise the population around its new legislation and due to weak court structures.
What do we know so far (sourced information)?
O An example: NGOs say more than a third of women have experienced sexual violence and many
don’t see justice.
What questions do we need to answer/what information do we need to prove it?
L What are the reasons cases don’'t make it to a successful conviction?




Build an information map

Think about the hypothesis.
Where would information be gathered and where would it live?

If someone experiences a crime involving sexual violence, they might:

0 Seek medical help = medical records, receipts, pharmaceutical support

QO Call a helpline = a database of phone numbers, calls, referrals

U Report it to the police = police reports, evidence, phone calls on the victim’s phone to confirm, court
records

O Experience trauma = school drop-out numbers, mental health support data

U Become sick = rates of sexually-transmitted diseases

U Protest = registration at the local office

U Speak publically = videos livestreamed of their speech




Research

For Eswatini, we used
tallored online searches:

Go gle filetype:pdf "eswatini" court X $ & Q
Q Filetype: pdf

Al Images News Videos Books Web Finance Tools
U Name of perpetrator —
D Eswatlnl Magistrate Supreme City High
4 Court G Esvatni

https://eswatinilii.org » judgment » szsc > source PDF

in the supreme court of eswatini
30 May 2024 — IN THE SUPREME COURT OF ESWATINI. JUDGMENT. HELD AT MBABANE.

v We found a pubhc database! We were |ucky_ In the matter between: CIVIL CASE NO: 73/2021. NATIONAL EMERGENCY RESPONSE...




Swazi Legal Infermation Institute

SWAZILI

Judgments

Legislation Documents and Guidelines CourtRolls Gazettes About Search EswatinilLll

Home / Judgments / High Court of eSwatini

High Court of eSwatini

4,612 judgments

All
years

Filt

2024 2023 2022
2003 2002 2001
1981 1980 1979

ers

Judges

Annadale JA
Annandale AJA
Annandale J
Cloete J
Daniels J
Dlamini J
Dunn ACJ
DunnJ
Fakudze AJA
Fakudze J

Hlanha A IA

Topics

Abuse of Process

Accidents and emergencies
Administrative Law
Administrative Review
African customary law and
rights of indigenous peoples
Attribution of Costs
Caselaw

Civil Procedure

Civil Remedies

U S S

Search High Court of eSwatini

Advanced search

2020 2019 2018 2017 2016 2015 2014 2013 2012 2011 2010 2009 2008 2007 2006 2005 2004
1999 1998 1997 1996 1995 1994 1993 1992 1991 1989 1988 1987 1986 1985 1984 1983 1982
1977
Filter documents Sortby:  Date (Newest first)
Citation Judgment date &
September 2024
Municipal Council of Mbabane v The Minister of Housing And Urban Development and Others 16 September 2024
(1654/2024) [2024] SZHC 293 (16 September 2024) P
First National Bank of Eswatini v Afreeca Investment (PTY) LTD And Others (43/2022) [2024] SZHC 13 September 2024
291 (13 September 2024) P
Rex v Simelane (88/2022) [2024] SZHC 292 (13 September 2024) 13 September 2024
August 2024
King v James (382/2023)_[2024] SZHC 288 (23 August 2024) 23 August 2024
king v Mtsetfwa (172-2018) [2024] SZHC 287 (23 August 2024) 23 August 2024
Kingv Shabangu (271/2022) [2024] SZHC 286 (23 August 2024) 23 August 2024
Mndzebele v Eswatini Government and Others (269-2023) [2024] SZHC 285 (23 August 2024), 23 August 2024
Municipal Council of Manzini v Magistrate Khumalo And Others (866/2023) [2024] SZHC 290 (23
23 August 2024
August 2024)
Smith v Hlanze N.O. And others (612/2019) [2024] SZHC 289 (23 August 2024) 23 August 2024

African Echo(Pty) LTD and Others v Sihlongonyane (11/2023) [2024] SZHC 284 (22 August 2024) 22 August 2024




Brainstorm

What we found and what can we do with it?

High Court of eSwatini Director of Public Prosecutions v Lukhele and Another [1994]
4,612 judgments SZHC 77 (26 October 1994)

X 6 M

Download PDF (272.6 KB) ‘ Report a problem |

E Documentdetail ¥ Citations

Citation Director of Public Prosecutions v Lukhele and Another [1994] SZHC 77 (26 October 1994) [ CopyJ

Media Neutral Citation [1994]SZHC 77 [copy

Court High Court of eSwatini
Judges Dunn )

Judgment date 26 October 1994
Language English

Type Judgment




Technical | Python & Terminal

. That section states: -9 -

told to do so, but because as the presiding Magistrate, and in the
exercise of my own discretion, I consider it reasonable to do so."

"92. If a decision is given by a magistrate's court
in a criminal case on a matter of law, and the

Director of Public Prosecutions or his representative
On that basis, the Director's objection on the second ground of review,

e IN THE HIGH COURT OF SWAZILAND SSrOUSCI, Ly el OmEdan b sl ® on this epplication, is sustained. If the Director of Public

of lic Prosecuti or hi. resentative seek
Crim. Rev. Case No. 33/94 e tionn o dre I i e Prosecutions is still proceeding on the charges, and the accused are

theuling ey ofthe & ts end the High not in custody, they should be taken into custody accordingly.
Court may set down the matter to be argued before it."

In the matter of:
The epplication in fact relates to two separate criminal cases. On 2 i :J

1.
25th March 1994, the respondent Timothy Mkhonta was arrested and
charged with rape. The offence was allegedly committed on 15th March.

HULL, C.J.

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC PROSECUTIONS Applicant
On the following day, i.e. 26th March, the respondent Phillip Lukhele
S was arrested and charged alsc on a charge of rape, which was said to
have been committed on that later day. The two charges were thus I concur.
1. THE SENIOR MAGISTRATE,NHLANGANO First Respondent unrelated. Strictly, I think that there ought toc have been two
5. PHILLIP KHESHE LUKHELE Second Respondent separate applications under section 92, but they can be heard %
conveniently together, as they involve the same point.
DUNN, J.
And in the matter of: —
2. The men were first brought before a Magistrate, in the Magistrate's
Court at Nnlangano, on 28th March, in Criminal Cases NHO 66/94 and NHO
THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC PROSECUTIONS Applicant 65/94 respectively. X
ey ol D,
vs According to the court records, on that day each was remanded in f’{"s s T
custody until 5th April,. pending the completion of police 3
3 investigations. Whe ¥ h was
1. THE SENIOR MAGISTRATE, NHLANGANO First Respondent vestigations n they retumed to Court on S5th April, eac STRYDCM, J.
2. TIMOTHY MKHONTA Second Respondent again remanded in custody for two days, for the setting of a trial
date. .
CORAM: Hull, C.J. On 7th April they were remanded in custody again, until 14th April, It is so ordered.
Dunn, J. for the setting of trial dates and on that day in custody to 19th .
Strydom, J. April, once more for the setting of trial dates. A) \/:/“'/Lu\ R




Technical | OCR

We used web scraping to get access to the data

Case Link

https://eswatinilii

https://eswatinilii
https://eswatinilii
https://eswatinilii
https://eswatinilii
https://eswatinilii
https://eswatinilii
https://eswatinilii
https://eswatinilii
https://eswatinilii
https://eswatinilii
https://eswatinilii
https://eswatinilii
https://eswatinilii
https://eswatinilii
https://eswatinilii
https://eswatinilii
https://eswatinilii

Case Title Case Date Year

Mkhonta vs The 20 June 2022 2022

Rex v Lusenga ( 23 September 2( 2020
Tfwala v The Kir 14 September 2( 2022
Dlamini v Dlamir 26 October 2017 2017
Ntshangase v Rt 5 March 2020 2020
Magagula v Dire 19 August 2022 2022
Ntimane v Rex (¢ 22 June 2023 2023
Shongwe v Sithc 11 July 2018 2018
Rex v Sibanyoni 10 June 2019 2019
R v Shongwe (1° 17 February 200 2005
Dlamini v Dlamir 11 June 2018 2018
Ginindza v Myer 30 March 2017 2017
R v Simelane (1< 15 February 201 2017
Nyawo v Maziya 3 May 2013 2013
R v Dlamini (42 ¢ 17 June 2011 2011
Rex v Dlamini ar 17 March 2020 2020
Gadlela v Directt 28 November 20 2022
Ngwenya v The 14 September 2( 2022

Jurisdiction

Eswatini

Eswatini
Eswatini
Eswatini
Eswatini
Eswatini
Eswatini
Eswatini
Eswatini
Eswatini
Eswatini
Eswatini
Eswatini
Eswatini
Eswatini
Eswatini
Eswatini
Eswatini

Citation

Mkhonta vs The

Rex v Lusenga (
Tfwala v The Kir
Dlamini v Dlamir
Ntshangase v R«
Magagula v Dire
Ntimane v Rex (:
Shongwe v Sithc
Rex v Sibanyoni
R v Shongwe (1°
Dlamini v Dlamir
Ginindza v Myer
R v Simelane (1-
Nyawo v Maziya
R v Dlamini (42 «
Rex v Dlamini ar
Gadlela v Direct
Ngwenya v The

0 Web scraping gathered all the pdf files in a folder and
created a spreadsheet with the accessible data from these
documents on the site already plus some we added:

U File name
O Date of the case
O Court




Filter

Focus on the data you need

Q Will you download it all?

0 We decided to filter based on key words:
U Rape
0 Sexual assault

U Domestic violence
U SODV

rape @ Give us feedback

[C] Documents 1-100 of 329 >

EZ 4_2008_01_24.pdf

second Accused proceeded to rape Siyabonga Dlamini (PW35) whilst the first Accused
was raping PW15. [68] This witness was then raped by the

E5 40_2008_10_23.pdf

second Accused proceeded to rape Siyabonga Dlamini (PW35) whilst the first Accused
was raping PW15. [68] This witness was then raped by the

EZ 43_2008_10_31.pdf

second Accused proceeded to rape Siyabonga Dlamini (PW35) whilst the first Accused
was raping PW15. [68] This witness was then raped by the

B3 162_.2013_08_07.pdf

v. Rape without a condom exposing the victim to HIV infection or other sexually ...
Multiple rapes such as where the victim is raped repeatedly in

ES 84_2009_02_25.pdf

During the rapes, she said her younger brother Sicelo ...
had been arrested and released for a rape ...
that the accused had allegedly raped the girl




Brainstorm

Now we need to assess our data and
think about what it might do for us

0 We go back to our guiding document and our focused hypothesis. What are we trying to prove?
O Then we thinking through the ways our data could help answer these questions.
0 We push the data toward the answer, by combining simple datapoints with interpretative assessment.




Brainstorm = Filter

An example:

U Is the case a sentencing? Yes or no

0 Was the sentence after an appeal/going to the high court? Yes or no
U What number of years in the local courts and after the appeal? 7 = 9
U Did the sentence increase or decrease? Increase

U What happened in the high court? The sentence was increased

U Is this sentence an example of effective justice? Well, it's complicated.




Technical

Now it's time to build a methodology

Bail decision upheld If the case is about a bail decision and the
judge in the high court doesn’t change the
initial bail decision, for example they uphold it

Bail granted If the case is about a bail decision and the Give clear instructions of what you need to do for the

high court judge grants bail when the lower
court didn’t

people or tool you are going to use

Find the age of the victim of the crime and identify if they are a child/underage at the time the
crime was committed.

Child/Underage Any of the victims in the case are under the D A meth0d0|ogy means everyone iS a”gned SO a”
age of 18 (17 and under) who is referenced . . .
as a victim of the crime data is filled in the same way
Adult If all the victi f th 18 and ab .
’ who are referenced as a victim of the orime. 0 A methodology can be published so others can
Unknown Irrlg;%eegf the victim is not clearly identified I’eVieW yOU r methods and ChOiceS
What was the charge (or were the charges) laid? Identify any legal charges, as defined in D A meth0d0|09y can be fed into an AI tOOl tO
the list below from the SODV Act. Refer to the section of the law, and the summary title .
name for the charge. Include every charge in the case. ensure it understands what you wa nt
Examples:

Section 77 (1) (a) Domestic Violence, Section 3 Sexual assauit
(1) Rape

L




Research

Now it's time to fill in the data. Automatic, manual, or Al?

Data points and what they mean

Case_Title: Title of the case

Case_Link: Link to the case on eswatinilii.org
Judgment_Date: Date of judgment

Jurisdiction: Always Eswatini

Citation: Same as Case_Title
Media_Neutral_Citation: Alternative case citation
Hearing_Date: Date of hearing (limited entries)
Court: Always the High Court of eSwatini
Case_Number: Case number

Judges: Name(s) of the judge(s)

Language: Always English

Type: Always Judgment

Case_Summary: Short summary of the case
Download_Link: Link to download the case file
Content: Text content of the document

Keyword: Indicates presence of terms - rape, sexual assault, domestic violence
Filename: Name of the downloaded file

Important consideration

The presence of one of the three keywords (rape, sexual assault, domestic violence) in any of
the 645 documents collected does not necessarily indicate that the associated case pertains
to GBV. This is because the keyword may only appear once or twice within the document,
which may not be sufficient to classify the case as GBV-related.

O Automatic:
v When the data is simple and clear to extract
(<h1>High court</h1>) or date format
O Manual:
v When the data is interpretative
Q Al:
v When you can filter semi-interpretative data
faster with this tool and then check it before
publishing




— For cases before the date in 2018 when the SODV law came into effect, would any of
these charges have qualified under what the SODV law defines as a crime?

- Before 2018, SODV-eligible case?
- Yes: If the case has any charges that fall under the SODV law
- No: If no charges in the case are SODV charges
- Unclear: Ifit's unclear whether the charges are within the SODV law
- Not applicable: If the date of the Judgment date is after the SODV law came into
effect. When this is the case, respond to the “SODV case?” with the following:
- SODV case?: “Not applicable”
- JUSTIFICATION - SODV case: “The SODV Act was not in force at the
time of the alleged crimes or the trial.”
- EXACT QUOTE - SODV case: “Judgment date:” + the actual Judgment
date of the case

- For cases after the date in 2018 when the SODV law came into effect, do any of the
charges fall under the SODV law?
- SODV case?
- Yes: If the case has any charges that fall under the SODV law
- No: If no charges in the case are SODV charges
- Unclear: If it's unclear whether the charges are within the SODV law
- Not applicable: If the date of the case is before the law came into effect
- In your justification, include the year of the case and where you did find it.

— Original sentence
- What sentence is stated in the document as the one already assigned, before the case
was reviewed by the high court? This is a sentence applied by a lower court before the
court. Write the number of years in prison or jail, the value of the fine, or any other
details.

Tagging with
GPT4




Checking

Finally, manually check the data you plan to publish

0 100% necessary
0 We found many mistakes and missed data points
U None changed our findings - they actually made the story stronger

Q But LLMs are just tools and they will hallucinate, miss things, or lack context

O You

isn't there a part in the text mentioning nine years?

@ ChatGPT
You're right; | missed that detail in my previous response. The document does indeed mention
that the original sentence imposed by the Senior Magistrate was set to follow the minimum
prescribed by Section 185 bis, which suggests a sentence of nine years. This was subsequently

reduced by the High Court to seven years due to jurisdictional limits of the Senior Magistrate.

Thank you for pointing that out.

L




Checking

J K L M N
Years

Year of between

case case in

number high court n
D_ownload e B st_arting in B )’ear of B and _ B WO rk W I t h a n
Link = filename = high court = judgment = hearing =
https://eswatinilii 94_2008_03_13 2007 2008 1
https://eswatinilii 13_2001_03_31 1999 2001 2
https://eswatinilii 41_2005_03_24 2002 2005 3 L
https://eswatinilii 91_2005_08_23 2004 2005 1 X rt t r VI W
https://eswatinilii 30_2001_10_11. 1998 2001 3
hitps://eswatinilii 59_2008 04_08 2007 2008 1
https://eswatinilii 19_1980_11_27. 1994 1996 2
https://eswatinilii 28_2005_03_11. 2003 2005 2
https://eswatinilii 38_2005_03_18 2003 2005 2 O u r | I l e O S a n
https://eswatinilii 265_2009_12_1 2009 2009 0
hitps://eswatinilii 173 2012 08 0 2011 2012 1
https://eswatinilii 96_2000_11_16. 1998 2000 2 ] ]
https://eswatinilii 17_1984_11_23. 1984 1984 0
https://eswatinilii @ 1984 04 04. 1984 1984 0 I n I n S
CUleini1252006 081 20062006 0
https://eswatinilii 129_2004_10_1 1997 2004 7
https://eswatinilii 39_2004_04_07 1997 2004 7
hitps://eswatinilii 49 2004 04 07 1997 2004 7
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